health, and it is very sparsely populated, but no record of the causes which led to its depopulation seems to exist, and whether these causes were due to the prevalence of malaria or to the incursions of the Bhutias, or both, cannot be determined.
The area of the estate is some 10,000 acres, and it lies between the present course of the Pagladia and an abandoned bed of that notoriously capricious stream. The general slope of the country is from north to south and the soil is said to be a rich loam overlying pervious sand. The level of the sub-soil water, in the cold weather is within some six feet of the surface of the land on which the farm is situated, while in the rainy season it is almost at ground level, and it is said to fluctuate independently of local rainfall. doubtless owing to the influence of rain in the hills. The sub-soil water is heavily laden with iron salts which readily go out of solution by aeration or filtration.
The rainfall is about 100 inches annually.
To the north and north-east of the estate lies a swamp from which issues a stream which runs past the coolie lines of the plantation to form the Lebra Nadi. 
